
 
 

Medical Association for Prevention of War (Australia) Inc ABN 157 79 883 661 
PO Box 1379, Carlton VIC 3053 

E: mapw@mapw.org.au, P: 03 9023 1958, F: 03 9662 2619 www.mapw.org.au 

Media Release 

Cundall and Leunig to launch ‘War is a Health Hazard’ at Anzac Eve event 

23 APRIL 2012, MELBOURNE: Peter Cundall and Michael Leunig are the special guests at a free Anzac 
event in Melbourne tomorrow evening, 24 April at 7.30pm. The event is organised by the Medical 
Association for Prevention of War (MAPW) with Brunswick Secondary College. Address: Brunswick 
Secondary College Auditorium, Dawson Street, Brunswick (enter from Fallon Street). 

The event will mark the real and horrific costs of warfare, borne by civilians as well as soldiers, costs 
that President of MAPW, Dr Jenny Grounds, says are being overlooked by Australian politicians eager 
to co-opt a mythical ‘Aussie digger’ for political purposes. 

Peter Cundall: “I can speak with some knowledge as an ex-infantry soldier with frontline battle 
experience in three wars. I understand how many soldiers feel and I’m deeply aware of their 
eventual contempt for politicians who send young men and women to war, but ensure that they and 
their own offspring never go. I’m not opposed to Anzac Day –just the way it is now used by 
politicians and others for their own publicity.” 

At the event, the second paper in the MAPW War & Militarism series, War is a Health Hazard, will be 
launched by Michael Leunig. “Australia has been continuously at war for over a decade. It is 
important to examine the full extent and costs of war that Australians, and those people in whose 
lands we fight, are asked to bear,” Dr Grounds said. 

Michael Leunig: “Many Australians who served in war felt the degrading effects of militarism and 
upon returning home renounced it. In the 1950s many men refused to march on Anzac Day, refused 
to join the RSL and threw their medals away. It was a conscientious and dignified position but one 
hears little of these men or this phenomenon anymore; it doesn't suit the current government 
ideology about warfare: the violent new jingoism crafted and cultivated by those who mainly have 
never heard a shot fired in anger and never will. Not only have they reshaped the slopes of Gallipoli 
for their convenience, they have reshaped the story of war to suit their purposes.” 

-- ENDS -- 

MAPW media contact 
For more information or to arrange interviews with Dr Jenny Grounds, Peter Cundall or Michael 
Leunig please contact Dr Jenny Grounds on 0407 287 684 or jenny.grounds@mapw.org.au 
Download paper: www.mapw.org.au  
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