
24 July 2012 

 

 

Senator the Hon. Bob Carr 

Minister for Foreign Affairs 

PO Box 6100 

Senate 

Parliament House 

Canberra ACT 2600 

 

 

 

Dear Minister 

 

We write as a coalition of Australian NGOs to seek your support as we enter the final 

week of negotiations at the United Nations for a robust global Arms Trade Treaty. 

 

As we move into the critical stages of the negotiations, we recognise that compromise 

is important to bring together varied positions. However we caution that these final 

efforts do not lose sight of those essential and overwhelmingly supported elements 

necessary for a strong and robust Arms Trade Treaty. We are concerned that 

accepting certain compromises in order to satisfy a small but vocal minority could 

result in a final Treaty that falls short of the security and humanitarian objectives 

expressed in UN General Assembly Resolution 64/48.  

 

At this vital moment, a clear and unwavering commitment from Australia and other 

key countries, in support of the elements at the very heart of the Arms Trade Treaty, 

can have substantial influence on the final outcome and help prevent a watered-down 

Treaty before it is too late. 

 

We therefore recommend that the Australian Government stands firm, alongside the 

overwhelming majority of states, on its commitment to the strongest possible deal. 

This should include a broad scope covering all conventional weapons, including small 

arms and light weapons and ammunition, and strong criteria that clearly prevent 

authorization of high risk arms transfers. In particular, these criteria should prevent 

arms transfers where there is a substantial risk that the arms are likely to be used in 

serious violations of international humanitarian and human rights law, be diverted to 

unauthorized end users, or seriously undermine socio-economic development or 

poverty reduction efforts. 

 

Equally, we ask you to use your influence and contact key Foreign Ministers on 

critical negotiating issues this week, to ensure that the principles at the very heart of 

the Arms Trade Treaty are not compromised.   

 



We welcome the Australian Government’s determination to achieve a substantive outcome 

this week, to ensure that more lives are not unnecessarily lost. While avoiding further delays 

is important, we must equally ensure that this week’s outcome is strong enough to make a 

real difference. To accept anything less would fall significantly short of the goals set out in 

UN General Assembly Resolution 64/48 and the expectations of the Australian community 

and the world. 

 

Sincerely 

 

 Andrew Hewett 

Executive Director 

 

 

Alistair Gee 

Executive Director 

Dr Jenny Grounds 

President 

 
 

 

 

  

Philip Alpers 

Adjunct Associate Professor, Sydney School of Public Health  

Director, GunPolicy.org 

Executive Member, PSAAG 

Coordinator, IANSA Pacific 

 

 

 

 
 


