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USING YOUR NPT ACTION KIT
Dear MAPW Member,

The Rudd government got off to a promising start when it announced its plan for promoting nuclear 
non-proliferation and disarmament. The International Commission for Non-Proliferation and 
Disarmament, led by Gareth Evans, was established and the Joint Standing Committee on Treaties 
(JSCOT) released its own report on what Australia could do to support the complete abolition of 
nuclear weapons. 

The government has, however, decided not to follow the advice of its own commissioned reports.  In its 
response to the JSCOT inquiry the government merely ‘noted’ the recommendation that Australia 
should support a Nuclear Weapons Convention (NWC). This means that they have effectively put the 
NWC on the back burner and are instead opting for piecemeal efforts at the upcoming Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty Review Conference in May.

In the Australia-Japan proposals for the NPT Review Conference, just announced by Foreign Minister 
Stephen Smith, no mention was made of the Nuclear Weapons Convention. Key steps towards 
disarmament have been ignored, including the principle of ‘no first use’. Similarly, there is no expectation 
in the joint proposals that states should declare the sole purpose of their nuclear weapons as deterring a 
nuclear attack. These steps are vital to reducing the pressure on states to maintain and develop nuclear 
arsenals.

This is where you come in. We need your help to put pressure on both the Government and the 
Opposition to support the implementation of the Nuclear Weapons Convention. I urge you to get in 
touch with your MP, write to your local paper editors and come along to our events on June 5th.

Contacting your MP
• In this action kit is a letter that is ready to send to your local MP. All you have to do is sign it, put 

a stamp on it and pop it in the post.
• You can also write a personalised letter which carries a great deal of weight for MPs.
• Better still, I encourage you to pay a visit to your local MP to deliver the letter and explain why 

you want Australia to work towards a world without nuclear weapons. You can find their address 
in the government section of the White Pages or at www.aph.gov.au

Write a Letter to the Editor
• We have also included a draft letter to the editor in this kit. It’s ready to be sent along to your 

local suburban or country newspaper. (Preferably add your phone and e-mail address to the 
bottom)

Come to our Events on June 5th

• After the NPT conference, MAPW and ICAN are organising events as part of a global Nuclear 
Abolition Day. Check out www.nuclearabolition.org, contact your local MAPW branch, or 
organise your own local event 

Thank you for taking action to abolish nuclear weapons.

Dr Bill Williams
President



Securing our Survival: The Model 
Nuclear Weapons Convention

This summary presents key 
arguments for a Nuclear
Weapons Convention (NWC) – a 
treaty abolishing nuclear weapons.
It outlines the main provisions and 
proposed steps to achieve a NWC.

Securing Our Survival: the 
Case for a Nuclear Weapons 
Convention (SOS)
was produced by the International 

Association of Lawyers Against Nuclear Arms, 
International Network of Engineers and Scientists 
Against Proliferation, and International Physicians for 
the Prevention of Nuclear War. The International 
Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons 
(ICAN) advocates a NWC to achieve a world free 
of nuclear weapons. SOS can be downloaded in its 
entirety at www.icanw.org.

Nuclear weapons have given humanity the power to 
destroy itself and severely degrade the Earth’s 
capacity to support life within the space of a few 
hours. Human survival in the 21st century cannot be 
assured without the elimination of these ultimate 
weapons of terror, especially because access to 
nuclear weapons is becoming easier all the time.

Elimination is Achievable: what the 
Model Nuclear Weapons Convention 
offers.

Securing our Survival presents a Nuclear Weapons 
Convention (NWC), a draft model international 
treaty – or package of agreements – for the phased 
elimination of nuclear weapons worldwide.

THE CASE FOR A NWC

The Model NWC contains detailed provisions for 
national implementation and verification; establishes 
an international agency responsible for enforcement 
and dispute settlement; and indicates procedures for 
reporting and addressing violations.

Who makes an NWC?

Governments are the principal actors but civil society 
plays an important role.

When will an NWC be possible?

With sufficient political will, an NWC could be 
achieved very quickly. Political will to achieve a 
Convention or similar legal framework is building all 
the time, with significant statements from a number 
of nations and support from high level officials, 
including the UN Secretary General, Ban Ki-moon.

Why choose this method of achieving 
nuclear disarmament?

This route will enable nuclear weapon states (NWS) to 
fulfil their obligations under the NPT and to bridge the 
divide between non-proliferation and disarmament in a 
comprehensive framework that addresses both.

How could it be achieved?

There are three possible approaches to achieving 
nuclear disarmament: 1) a step-by-step approach, 2) 
comprehensive negotiations on the complete 
elimination of nuclear weapons under a time- bound 
framework, 3) a middle path combining elements of 
each.

Where does the NWC fit in these three 
approaches?

It fits all three, as it offers a comprehensive package for 
the complete elimination of nuclear weapons, 
addressing security concerns, technical challenges in 
verification, and legal mechanisms.
When it boils down to it, achieving an NWC is a 
matter not of legal or technical feasibility, but of 
political will.

SUMMARY OF THE MODEL NWC:

General Obligations

The Model Nuclear Weapons Convention would 
prohibit the development, testing, production, 
stockpiling, transfer, use and threat of use of nuclear 
weapons. States possessing nuclear weapons will be 
required to destroy their arsenals according to a series 
of phases. The Convention would also prohibit the 
production of weapons- usable fissile material and 
requires delivery vehicles to be destroyed or converted 
to make them non-nuclear capable.

Declarations

States parties to the Convention will be required to 
declare all nuclear weapons, nuclear material, nuclear 
facilities and nuclear weapons delivery vehicles they 
possess or control, and the locations of these.

Phases for Elimination

The Convention outlines a series of five phases for the 
elimination of nuclear weapons beginning with taking 
nuclear weapons off alert, removing weapons from 
deployment, removing nuclear warheads from their 
delivery vehicles, disabling the warheads, removing and 
disfiguring the “pits” and placing the fissile material 
under international control. In the initial phases the 
U.S. and Russia are required to make the deepest cuts 
in their nuclear arsenals.



National Implementation Measures

States parties are required to adopt necessary legislative 
measures to implement their obligations under the 
Convention to provide for prosecution of persons 
committing crimes and protection for persons reporting 
violations of the Convention. States are also required to 
establish a national authority to be responsible for 
national tasks in implementation.

Rights and Obligations of Persons

The Convention applies rights and obligations to 
individuals and legal entities as well as States. Individuals 
have an obligation to report violations of the 
Convention and the right to protection if they do so. 
Procedures for the apprehension and fair trial of 
individuals accused of committing crimes under the 
treaty are provided.

Agency

An agency would be established to implement the 
Convention. It will be responsible for verification, 
ensuring compliance, and decision making, and will 
comprise a Conference of States Parties, an Executive 
Council and a Technical Secretariat.

Nuclear Material

The Convention prohibits the production of any 
fissionable or fusionable material which can be used 
directly to make a nuclear weapon, including plutonium 
(other than that in spent fuel) and highly enriched 
uranium. Low enriched uranium would be permitted for 
nuclear energy purposes.

Cooperation, Compliance and Dispute 
Settlement

Provisions are included for consultation, cooperation 
and fact-finding to clarify and resolve questions of 
interpretation with respect to compliance and other 
matters. A legal dispute may be referred to the 
International Court of Justice by mutual consent of 
States Parties. The Agency also is empowered to request 
an advisory opinion from the ICJ on a legal dispute. The 
Convention provides for a series of graduated responses 
for non-compliance beginning with consultation and 
clarification, negotiation, and, if required, sanctions or 
recourse to the U.N. General Assembly and Security 
Council for action.

Relation with Other International 
Agreements

The Model NWC would build on existing nuclear 
nonproliferation and disarmament regimes and 
verification and compliance arrangements, including the 
Non-Proliferation Treaty, International Atomic Energy 
Agency safeguards, the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty 
Organisation International Monitoring System and 
bilateral agreements between Russia and the United 
States. In some cases the NWC may add to the 
functions and activities of such regimes and 
arrangements. In other cases, the NWC would establish 
additional complementary arrangements.

Financing

Nuclear weapon states are obliged to cover the costs 
of the elimination of their nuclear arsenals. However, an 
international fund will be established to assist states 
that may have financial difficulties in meeting their 
obligations.

Optional Protocol Concerning Energy 
Assistance

The Convention does not prohibit the use of nuclear 
energy for peaceful purposes. However it includes an 
optional protocol, which would establish a program of 
energy assistance to promote sustainable energy 
resources for States parties choosing not to develop 
nuclear energy or to phase out existing nuclear energy 
programs.

COMMENTS AND CRITICAL QUESTIONS

This section addresses issues of enforcement, security, 
breakout, deterrence, terrorism, health and 
environment, dealerting, cleanup, disposition and safe 
disarmament, nuclear energy, reversibility, conversion, 
research, and economic aspects.

VERIFICATION

This section addresses principles and demands of 
verification, political mechanisms of verification, means 
and procedures for NWC verification, elements of 
NWC verification, security context and challenges of 
NWC verification.
Verification will include declarations and reports from 
States, routine inspections, challenge inspections, on-site 
sensors, satellite photography, radionuclide sampling and 
other remote sensors, information sharing with other 
organisations, and citizen reporting. Persons reporting 
suspected violations of the convention will be 
protected through the Convention, including the right 
of asylum. An International Monitoring System will
be established under the Convention to gather 
information, and will make most of this information 
available through a registry. Information which may 
jeopardise commercial secrets or national security will 
be kept confidential.



 

 

 
Dear MP, 
 
I am writing to you seeking your commitment to work to abolish nuclear weapons in 2010 by 
supporting a Nuclear Weapons Convention (NWC). There is a demonstrable momentum all around 
the world to begin the process of abolishing nuclear weapons this year that must not be wasted. 
Australia should encourage all nuclear weapon states to begin the work to give up their nuclear 
arsenals at the 2010 NPT Review Conference and support them by declaring that nuclear 
weapons are not essential to Australiaʼs defence. 
 
A Nuclear Weapons Convention (NWC) would act like other agreements that ban classes of 
weapons including chemical, biological, and land mines. The NWC would prohibit the 
development, testing, production, stockpiling, transfer, use and threat of use of nuclear weapons, 
as well as the production of fissile material suitable for making them. It would require all nuclear-
armed countries to destroy their nuclear weapons in stages, the last stage being to place all fissile 
material under international control to prevent nuclear weapons ever being made again. 
 
Australia should work with our allies in Japan and the US, to support efforts by the Obama 
administration and the Government of Prime Minister Yukio Hatoyama respectively, to end the 
reliance on nuclear weapons in defence policy. An oft-cited excuse by those unwilling to eliminate 
their nuclear arsenals is the extended deterrence that US nuclear weapons provide for their allies. 
Australia should state that nuclear weapons need not form a part of our defence policy and should 
encourage others in Asia as well as Europe to renounce their reliance on the US nuclear umbrella. 
 
If the US is to make meaningful reductions in its nuclear arsenal, it needs the political support of its 
allies. As a parliamentarian, you would be well placed to advance the cause of disarmament and 
provide key political support for President Obama in the upcoming U.S. Nuclear Posture Review 
through public statements and urging our government to support effective disarmament. Australia 
would not be alone in calling for such a policy change. Japan has recently affirmed its commitment 
to disarmament and has stated that extended deterrence should be no barrier to disarmament. And 
European states including Belgium, Germany, Luxembourg, the Netherlands and Norway have 
begun to press for the removal of NATO tactical nuclear weapons from Europe.  
 
At the upcoming May NPT Review Conference, the April Nuclear Security Summit and the April 
Nuclear Weapon Free Zone conference, Australia should take a lead and push for deep cuts from 
all nuclear weapon states and the adoption of a NWC on the road to the complete elimination of 
nuclear weapons.  
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Dear Editor, 
 
 
Prime Minister Rudd says heʼs committed to a nuclear weapons free world. There 
are several steps he could take to help achieve that goal.  
 
He could renounce our reliance on the US ʻnuclear umbrellaʼ. He could support 
President Obama in removing nuclear weapons from the defence plans of both our 
countries.  
 
He could stop supplying the feedstock for bomb fuel ! uranium ! to states that 
possess nuclear weapons, like China, the USA, UK and France. He could choose 
not to sell uranium to Russia, with almost 14,000 nuclear weapons in its arsenal.  
 
Like the other four, Russia has not met its international treaty obligations to disarm.  
Most importantly, Mr Rudd should promote a Nuclear Weapons Convention ! a 
global treaty that would outlaw these horrific weapons. That would show the world 
how committed he is to abolishing the worldʼs worst weapons of mass destruction.  
 
 
 
Regards, 
 
 
 


