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I work with the International Physicians for Prevention of Nuclear War – IPPNW for short - , 
through its Australian affiliate the Medical Association for Prevention of War.  

So I am pleased to begin by reading a message from Turkey, with best wishes from  Dr 
Derman Boztok, the General Secretary of our  Turkish Affiliate: 

“On the commemoration of the ANZAC Day, IPPNW-Turkey Affiliate members 
join our Australian colleagues and peace activists, to warn governments and 
public on the devastating consequences of wars and on the vital importance of 
universal joint efforts for peace.  

In the imperialists-led unjust and inhumane Gallipoli War, Turkey lost about 
200,000 lives. Many of them were young doctors, engineers, educated manpower 
to raise their civilization; young fathers, boys of families and fiancés died to 
defend their motherland and people.  

The invading forces also lost nearly about 150,000 dear lives: among them were 
Australians and New Zealanders.  

Kemal Ataturk, the commander of Turkish Army and the founder of the 
Republic of Turkey said:  

“…to the mothers who sent their sons from far away countries, wipe away 
your tears. Your sons are now lying in our bosom and are in peace. After 
having lost their lives on this land, they have become our sons as well”;  

… the words written on the monument at Anzac Cove. 

Turkish people are inviting and welcoming peoples of Austria and New Zealand 
and others to Gallipoli to raise the common voice of humanity, peace and 
friendship.” 

I also have a message from New Zealand to read a little later. So that leaves me with just a 
couple of minutes for my topic, the human costs of war. Our President Sue Wareham gave a 
more substantial speech last week on this topic which is available at the door.  

Despite the terrible slaughter at Gallipoli and France, later wars come at a far higher human 
cost. Historically, wars killed and maimed thousands of soldiers. But over the past hundred 
years, civilians have increasingly become the victims, and the targets, of wars.  

In World War 1, over 85% of those who died were in the armed forces. By World War 2, 
civilians made up two thirds of the fifty million dead. By the 1990s, this had become around 
90%.  Not only were more people dying, but the degree of destruction had also increased.   
 
We are gradually coming to understand that even in the second world war, our “just war” 
against fascism and genocide, both sides were targeting civilian populations and their 
environment. American writer Nicholson Baker called his recent book Human Smoke – the 
beginnings of world war two – the end of civilisation. He described our uncritical approach to 
this war in a recent radio interview, as a war with a laquered surface, that we need to let the 
surface to crack a little bit and to look at what’s in there. I was aware of the widespread fire 
bombing and destruction of Japanese and German cities. But I didn’t know about the British 



attempts, early in the war, to drop incendiary wafers to set fire to the Black forest and all the 
forests of Europe. 
 
Weapons of mass destruction of course epitomise this approach of destroying human life and 
human survival. It’s ironic that WMD were used as the excuse for invading Iraq, where 
around 1 million people have now died, and countless years have been lost in reduced life 
expectancy. Because not only have our allies used WMD in Iraq now – for example with the 
use of cluster bombs in 2003.  Iraqis were the first documented victims of the use of WMD 
against civilians when Winston Churchill used aerial bombing with mustard gas against desert 
tribesmen in 1920.  
 
What can we do? 
Join the campaigns against weapons targeting civilians – there is information about all of 
these, at the door. 
• Support the International Campaign To Abolish Nuclear Weapons 
• Fill in one of the postcards on cluster munitions to Foreign Minister JF before you go. 
• Oppose the international arms exhibition planned to open in Adelaide on November 11 
• Consider whether it’s time to oppose all warfare.  

 
Disconnects across the ditch:  
 
Dr David Menkes, from IPPNW New Zealand has written this poem especially for us here 
today. 
 
What does it mean to us? 
Ubiquitous cenotaphs from Cape to Bluff 
Countless small towns 
Centred on lists of "glorious dead" 
 
Thousands shivering in the pre-dawn 
Colours and ages impelled from warm beds: 
Something, perhaps, to do with NZ 
Rather more with living on these islands 
Reflecting a shared, fragile humanity 
 
And yet, dominating ceremony on the day 
Blindly claiming turf no longer theirs:  
Christianity and triumphalism, lost on the solemn crowds 
As if we, now far from the flag parade, had learned nothing 
 


