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The IPPNW XIIIth International Congress in Melbourne is very important not only 

because it will define the directions of our activity in the next century (and who knows, 

perhaps millennium) but mostly for the better understanding of each other in order not 

to destroy our movement by ourselves. We need to gain some better vision of and more 

ideas on how to tackle the most sensitive points which can be understandable both for 

public and decision-makers and can keep IPPNW at least as visible as it is now, but still 

able to increase IPPNW authority in the World. 

Some people believe, that the most important thing for them—their own personal 

security (and prosperity), some—that the security of family is “über alles”, but we 

physicians do believe, that the security of Planet, security of all population and all our 

patients is the main priority. If we loose our patients because of application of weapon of 

mass destruction, we will loose not only our job, but we will loose our lives too. 

What are (as for myself and the opinion of IPPNW-Russia) the most important things 

that can be mentioned, if we are dealing security problems of Europe, which appeared in 

my mind after meetings with the authorities and parliamentarians of Russia, USA, UK, 

France and some other countries during last years. Is the concept of global mind of 

Teyar de Sharden and Vladimir Vernadsky is applicable to a nowadays World?  

1. The period of celebration by Western Countries the Victory in the Cold War is near 

its finish.  

2. The nuclear issues still one of the major threats for the security of Europe and the 

World because the series of recent International Treaties as CTBT and NPT are not 

in action and even in the worse status, than earlier. Nuclear proliferation is 

expanding in different forms—open-declared (India and Pakistan), secret  not 

declared and not denied (Israel and possibly some others) and in the form of 

expanding of NATO nuclear alliance to the East and by proliferation of programs of 

computer designing and simulation. The threat of accidental nuclear War and 

possible use of NW is increasing in the meantime. It is a mistake to find these 

problems only in Russia—they are characteristic to all nuclear countries.  

3. The unilateral conception of the post-Cold War World is not now so popular, as it 

used to be some time (even years) ago and resistance to this concept is growing 

not only among developing countries, but even in many European countries 

(except the former Warsaw block countries). Especially suffering is non-aligned 

countries, because unilateral leadership will inevitably lead to the totalitarian 

economic and military World.  

4. The period of applauding to NATO enlargement to the East is changing now to the 

estimations of real costs and drawbacks of this process and economical 

considerations of the problem  who will have orders to make military equipment 

(USA or Europe) and is it reasonable to have new military race in the World 
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(Second Cold War)? In fact it was started and both sides are trying to make more 

sophisticated weapons, or replace old ones by new. We have examples in Russia 

(40 Topol complexes which will be produced in the forthcoming years) and creating 

new 4th generation weapon and mini nukes in USA. Loosing side will be Europe 

and its population as a possible theater of military conflict and good theater for 

military trade, as it is happening now in Yugoslavia.  

5. NATO became a nuclear military block (in which principal, dominating country is 

not European), that can punish any country it wants if its perception of 

developments in this country does not correspond to the point of view of NATO 

block. Can it replace OSCE and exclude in this case all non-aligned countries from 

the decisions on the European scenery?  

6. In fact left wings came to power in RUSSIA, France, Germany, UK and Italy. This 

fact can be both destabilizing event (possible inexperienced leaders can make 

wrong decisions) and challenging for the new steps toward a more secure future of 

Europe and the Earth as a whole?  

7. What are the most effective international programs that can raise money and be 

effective to fulfill the goals of IPPNW Constitution?  

Let’s try to discuss some principal points of my report:  

Some views (priorities) of IPPNW 

It is urgent necessity to define: a) essentials of transitional process priorities inside the 

IPPNW and b) IPPNW unique place among other NGO and cooperation with them.  

1. The most important thing during the transition process  not to lose the unique 

face of IPPNW, but change it gradually, like face during cosmetic operations in 

mature subjects and make healing of the post operation wounds less painful. We 

should not change our goals dramatically, because our main goals are very clear 

(do not forget famous triangle and pyramid). We do not need revolution, because 

it is well known, that revolution in many cases is eating its own children. We need 

only update and modify our programs according to nowadays realities. We are 

still organization, which is focussing its activity on the expertise, education of 

population and especially decision makers, lobbying politicians with very strong 

arguments and advises, publishing books and articles etc.  

2. Prioritizing of organization to the main priorities of the physicians in different 

countries is impossible. Problems are so different in each group of countries that 

we can not reach consensus to please everyone. We are not actors, who must be 

popular - we are experts, who are warning about possible most dangerous events 

with health of the planet. We must address first of all the key problems, which 

brings the most big threat for the Planet and which diminishing financing of social 

programs (and they are weapons of muss destruction, arms races and military 

spending) and after that we must use (as more close to the everyday life), 

examples of consequences of that- unemployment, low salary, economics, 

environment and others (bearing into consideration, that they can be the main 

focus of other organizations, including some physicians ones). 

3. Constitution and governance problems: 
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a. Creation of unipolar organization (with one President) will diminish 

significantly strength of IPPNW as international organization and will make 

it much less attractive. Implementation of the principles, which are 

appropriate to governance of the President of the country (even extremely 

democratic), can not be automatically transferred to the NGO. Election of 

one President will cause financial implications and can be very expensive 

(if we will democratically elect non American citizen, who must be almost 

all time in the Central office, or office must be moved to the country of 

President), or IPPNW will be pure American organization (as a twin of 

PSR). In addition, I think that data about budget of IPPNW as 100% 

American fundraising is not correct, because Central office budget is about 

15 -20% of total budget of IPPNW and almost all these money  (93 or 

more %) now have been spent inside the USA or by Central office. We 

must change paradigm of fundraising - not to collect money for Central 

office staff but create new joint programs with Central office assistance 

and investments in regional offices activity for future programs, which will 

bring money (grants) for coordination of these international programs by 

Central office. Every invested dollar in regional programs will bring much 

more results and dollars back (because of miserable salary- 10-50 time’s 

less- of employers in most of countries compare to the US employer). 

b. Perhaps somebody already have became sick and tired about my 

reminding about history of initiation of IPPNW and causes of receiving 

Nobel Peace Prize by IPPNW, but reason is that if someone forgetting 

history it is like forgetting your parents. Russian (Soviet) physicians have 

been one of two parents of IPPNW. Because of that constantly expressing 

opinion, in one or another form, to exclude Russian affiliate from the top 

of the governance will inevitably cease the ability of organization and our 

organization will have very doubtful future with possibility to lose Russian 

affiliate (such event will immediately decrease influence of IPPNW in 

Russia) and again decrease biodiversity of organization and its 

adaptability.  

c. We know, that countries of NATO in fact (voluntary or not) are hostages of 

NATO constitution. Is it not necessary for us to be in the same position 

with some articles of our Constitutions about governance?  I agree, that 

amendment in constitution, which prohibiting to be more than two times 

member of the board, Vice- president or Co-President of IPPNW was a 

reaction to overwhelming and understandable power of B.Lown, who have 

been in one face as IPPNW  god-father, god-son and saint spirit (and some 

executive power in addition). But now times are changed. It is not 

reasonable have any time and term restrictions in Constitution. Only the 

organization (BoD and IC) must decide is this particularly elected person 

necessary for organization or not (independent of terms because none of 

elected people has any benefits or salary for their work). If he or she is 

necessary in the governance, let’s keep him or her as long as possible, if 

not - it must be decided to release him or her from the position irrespect 

of time in service. The prominent person out of governance has no rights 

and can play only symbolic role in IPPNW activity. 

4. We became more effective last two years, when we started the program of joint 

projects among affiliates and with other NGO. We made a lot during last three 

years  started the series of seminars in capitals of nuclear countries. 
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We made several proposals for different events which can 

improve our agenda and consequently financial status of 

IPPNW: 

Follow-Up Of The 1998 April Meeting In Moscow 

Preparation of an informational and analytical collection "Perspectives of Nuclear 

Disarmament in the Context of Common Security Problems" based on the materials and 

results of the 1998 April meeting in Moscow in a form of a brochure parallel in English 

and Russian. Its task is to inform medical public, governmental and parliamentarian 

establishments of nuclear states and other countries of the world on IPPNW standing and 

proposals concerning the aspects revealed at the Moscow April meeting. The collection 

can be used as a source of additional information within the framework of the Abolition 

2000 campaign, as well as for fundraising purposes. 

Kaliningrad Regional Meeting 

Preparation and fulfilment of the international/regional conference/seminar in 

Kaliningrad with a draft title "For Security and Cooperation in the Baltic Region" 

 Analysis of the present-day military and political situation in Europe and 

evaluation of the prospects of its development in view of the NATO enlargement 

and possible response measures on Russian side. 

 Exchange of opinions on role and tasks of national IPPNW affiliates to prevent the 

situation development along the confrontation scenario. 

 Search, identification and drafting of projects for bilateral and multilateral 

cooperation of NGOs in the Baltic region. 

Participants: 

IPPNW delegates from Sweden, Finland, Norway, Denmark, Poland, Germany, 

Netherlands, Great Britain, Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia, Belarus, Ukraine ;RPPNW 

delegates from the North-West of Russia; VIPs from Moscow - parliamentarians, 

prominent public figures, diplomats, high-standing officials from the Ministry of Defense, 

Naval Forces, MINATOM and other ;observers from the NATO headquarters, as well as 

from Czech republic, Hungary, Romania. Representatives of local medical and scientific 

public, officials of the Kaliningrad regional administration and Duma. 

Atlas Of Risk Factors 

In "Atlas.." man-made phenomena (industrial, military etc. sites and installations) 

potentially harmful for human health and environment are depicted, their characteristics 

and risk parameters are provided along with the explanations and recommendations how 

to avoid or minimize them. These comments and recommendations are to be worded in 

a medico-scientific though comprehensible and popular way to be easily perceived by a 

wide social group - from local administrators to general public.  

Purpose: 

To create a socially significant precedent (no publications of such kind are known) based 

on the major principle that any resident has the right to obtain a comprehensive (non-

secret) information on potentially dangerous technogeneic installations, industries and 

situations located in his neighborhood. 



Medical Association for Prevention of War www.mapw.org.au 

Sergei Kolesnikov: Hostages Of The Nuclear Era 

5 

“The Bomb Made to Order, or Weapons that Spattered Out” 

Publication in English and distribution through the leading IPPNW affiliates of a Collection 

of memoirs and articles of Lev P. Feoktistov, a well-known developer of the Soviet 

"nuclear shield". 

To present the Western public and decision-makers with a highly competent and honest 

outlook on the history and evolution of the Soviet atomic project (in particular, on the 

history of the creation of hydrogen bomb), exposing inner mechanism and "blank pages" 

of the nuclear arms race, giving a critical analysis of the present-day strategy of "nuclear 

deterrence" by one of the most authoritative professionals. Lev Feoktistov's Collection 

can obviously facilitate the Abolition-2000 campaign. 

 

"Sredmash Archipelago: Prisoners and Victims" 

Special proposal to publish book on nuclear industry (run by the USSR Ministry of Middle 

Machinery - Sredmash) in USSR/Russia as an Empire in Empire. 

 To present the public, media and decision-makers with an open-minded but 

critical and analytical outlook on the past and present of the Soviet/Russian 

nuclear military industrial. 

 To collect under one and the same cover various journalistic articles by A. 

Yemelyanenkov many of that were written during the multiyear cooperation 

between SLMK and RPPNW, produced wide public resonance and remained 

relevant until now. 

 Such a collection could be a good logical continuation of the RPPNW/SLMK 

information series "Atom Declassified" and will have a good prospects of fast 

distribution in Russia and CIS (maybe partly on a commercial basis). 

 International Seminar In Sosnovy Bor 

Preparation and fulfilment of the international seminar in Sosnovy Bor (town at 

Leningrad Nuclear Power Plant), Leningrad region, entitled "Safety of Life In The 

Conditions of Acceptable Risk", in 1999. 

To continue the dialogue started in Arkhangelsk in autumn 1997 between the public and 

legitimate representatives of the local authorities and experts on the problems of 

ensuring safety of the population under existing technogenic risk-factors, particularly 

nuclear and radioactive-related ones. 

Participants: 

 Mayors of the towns and reps of local authorities of the territories where 

extensive risk sites are located, such as: Sosnovy Bor (Leningrad Nuclear Power 

Plant, Russian Naval Nuclear Training Center), Severodvinsk (Federal Nuclear 

Ship-Building Center, Nuclear-powered subs' maintenance center), Plesetsk 

(cosmodrome and ballistic missile testing site), Murmansk (Nuclear-powered 

ships' base, Russian Naval bases including nuclear ones), Polyarnye Zori (Kola 

Nuclear Power Plant) etc. 

 Mayors of one-two Swedish and/or Finnish towns neighboring a nuclear power 

plant or other risk sites; mayors of Paldiski (Estonia, the former USSR Naval 
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Nuclear Training Center with two reactors) and Ignalina (Lithuania, Ignalinskaya 

Nuclear Power Plant) 

 Experts on risk problems and safety maintenance 

 Specialists that took part in the liquidation of emergent situations/disaster 

consequences 

 IPPNW delegates from Sweden, Finland, Norway, Denmark, Poland, Germany, 

Netherlands, Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia, Byelarus 

 RPPNW delegates from the North-West of Russia - St.-Petersburg, Murmansk, 

Arkhangelsk, Kaliningrad and Moscow 

 Reps of the authors team working at the Atlas of Technogenic Risk Factors 

 VIPs from Russia and other countries 

New Information Technologies In Spreading Information And 

Building Networking 

Creation of a permanent IPPNW-Russia Web-site. 

To provide a comprehensive and u-to-date information on RPPNW/IPPNW activities, 

publications, campaigns etc. to Internet users in Russia/CIS and abroad. To ensure that 

the RPPNW's virtual server is planned to have the following major characteristics: 

Control On Fissile Materials And Nuclear/Dual Purpose 

Technologies Export 

To launch within Abolition 2000 Campaign a long-term project that will allow IPPNW 

national affiliates to actively apply their efforts in the vital area in a concrete and realistic 

way. The IPPNW affiliates in USA, Great Britain, France, China and Russia, being 

coordinated by the IPPNW Central Office in Boston, USA, will launch a joint long-term 

campaign dealing with the control on the export/import of fissile materials and nuclear 

technologies of military and dual purpose. 

To prevent India, Pakistan and other threshold countries from obtaining the mentioned 

materials and technologies from any possible sources.  

Hope For Recovery Is With Us 

An attractive brochure of RPPNW/ SLMK for fundraising, lobbying activities and influence 

basis extension. The core of the entire brochure will be formed with pictures (with brief 

information) most emphatically revealing the IPPNW affiliates (those of USA, Sweden, 

Russia and other) joint activities. 

Purpose: 

To create a convincing image selection on effective co-operation between SLMK, RPPNW 

and other affiliates. The image selection will include maximally brief though emphatic 

textual information.  
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Half A Century With The Bomb 

International photo competition organized by RPPNW and the Photographic Society of 

Russia, with the support of PSR, SLMK, Society of Journalists of Russia, Open Society 

Institute, "KODAK" company.  

Purpose:  

August 29, 1999 is the 50th since the first Soviet atomic bomb was made and hence it’s 

the 50th anniversary of the nuclear arms race. Great Britain, France and China joined 

the nuclear club in the 50th, while Israel, India and Pakistan have recently gained their 

atomic bombs too. The organizers of the Photo Competition are making an attempt to 

reveal with the help of photographic means a clearly obvious necessity of a reverse 

course, i.e. an orderly, safe and controlled reduction of nuclear weapons until their total 

elimination. 


