
MAPW’S NEW COUNCIL
Biennial elections were held at National 
Council’s annual face-to-face meeting 
in Melbourne on 2-3 September. 
Those elected were: 
PRESIDENT Dr Jenny Grounds
VICE-PRESIDENTS Dr Margaret 
Beavis, Professor Peter Underwood,  
Dr Anne Noonan, Dr Daniele Viliunas, 
Dr Sue Wareham
SECRETARY Dr Carole Wigg 
TREASURER Dr Peter Karamoskos
IPPNW COUNCILLOR Dr Bill 
Williams 
Council thanked outgoing Executive 
members Dr Bill Williams, Dr Jason 
Garrood and Dr Ruth Mitchell, looking 
forward to their future involvement 
when feasible. Dr Margaret Beavis 
was welcomed as a new Council 
and Executive member. Branch 
Coordinators, who are listed in our 
Annual Report, make up the Council.

I am excited and somewhat daunted 
to be starting my term as President at 
a time when we seem to have more 
campaign work on the go than perhaps 
ever before.
The world is in a very insecure place at 
the moment – and countries including 
our own are responding in some very 
inappropriate ways. We are not the only 
country to be increasing its military 
budget, and we are talking of relying 
on the US “nuclear umbrella” for 20 
more years. As we move towards the 
centenary of the ANZAC landing in 
2015, and after ten years of our forces  
fighting a futile war in the Middle East, 
the normalisation of being at war and 
the morphing of the Australian national 
identity with that of a brave soldier, is 
happening around us. 
This makes our task of cultivating peace 
and preventing further wars all the 
more crucial.

We will continue to build 
our partnership with other 
peace and environment 
groups, with the health 
professional population, and 
with children and young 
people who need to know 
there is another way to 
face the challenges of their 
future.
On our core area of concern, 
nuclear weapons, we will 
continue to work closely 
with out daughter project 
ICAN, on promoting a 
nuclear weapons convention 
and drawing the links 
between nuclear power and 
nuclear weapons.
I am particularly pleased to 
have our member Michelle 
Fahy working with us on the 

Militarism project, and also value her 
work on the Cluster Munitions Bill. 
As President, I am supported by a team 
of wonderful people on the National 
Council and in the Branches. There are 
some who are long-term players with 
much more knowledge and experience 
than me, and others who are newer 
members of the team, bringing fresh 
enthusiasm and ideas and different 
skills. (You know who you are!) 
We will need all of you to support us in 
the challenging work ahead of us.

Pictured above: Jenny Grounds (centre) 
following her election as President, with 
some of her “team” at the end of September’s 
National Council meeting. Clockwise from 
front: Amanda Ruler (SA), Gurshant Singh 
(Vic), Daniele Viliunas (Vice-President, 
Qld), Michelle Fahy (ACT), Carole Wigg 
(National Secretary) and Sue Wareham 
(Vice-President, ACT).

From the President
Dr Jenny Grounds
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THANKS to all our new members, 
and to all who have re-subscribed this 
financial year. If you have not yet re-
subscribed, your reminder is enclosed. 

For our financial members, we enclose 
a membership form for your friends 
and colleagues. Please give it away, 
or even better, copy some more if you 
can, and recommend MAPW to your 
colleagues.  More subscriptions and 
donations will allow us to expand our 
work. Non health professionals can also 
support us by joining as non-voting 
Associate Members. 

More forms and payment options: at  
www.mapw.org.au, or call us as below. 
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EXECUTIVE MEETS MUCKATY 
TRADITIONAL OWNERS
President Jenny Grounds, with Peter 
Karamoskos and Nancy Atkin, met 
in October with Dianne Stokes and 
Kylie Sambo, Traditional Owners 
of Muckaty Station where the 
Australian Government proposes to 
locate a radioactive waste depository. 
Landowners had been urged to 
cooperate on the basis that this facility 
was needed for nuclear medicine. 
Our Executive members were able to 
clarify that the depository will not be 
used to facilitate nuclear medicine, or 
needed to dispose of medical waste. 
Peter also noted that the waste dump 
plans do not meet international best 
practice standards. MAPW offered to 
provide fact-based materials for the 
community.

SRI LANKA INVESTIGATION
In March, we wrote to the Foreign 
Minister noting allegations that Sri 
Lanka’s navy had been involved in 
war crimes; and suggesting that the 
nominee for High Commissioner 
to Australia, Admiral Samarasinghe, 
should not be appointed until the 
allegations had been investigated.  We 
received a reply noting that Australia’s 
consistent policy was not to comment 
on nominations of Heads of Missions. 
Fairfax journalist Ben Doherty has 
recently reported that the Federal Police 
are considering a brief on this issue 
from the International Federation of 
Jurists in Australia. 

PRESIDENT SIGNS LETTER ON 
CLUSTER BOMB LAWS
MAPW and its members have helped 
to effectively urge changes to Australia’s 
proposed legislation to ratify the 
Convention on Cluster Munitions. 
Our legislation would seriously weaken 
the treaty including by allowing cluster 
bombs to be stored in Australia. After 
strenuous lobbying, the legislation was 
not tabled in the Senate when expected 
and we are hopeful that it may be 
amended. Members are urged to keep 
up the pressure. Background: see  
www.cmcaustralia.org 

AFGHANISTAN ANNIVERSARY:  
MAPW IN THE MEDIA
After ten years of war in Afghanistan, 
MAPW drew attention to the awful 
health costs of the war – with civilian 
deaths estimated in tens of thousands, 
and hundreds of thousands of people 
driven from their homes to become 
refugees inside and outside Afghanistan.  
Our media coverage included opinion 
pieces, radio and TV coverage, and a 
swathe of letters in major dailies. 
Media liaison was ably coordinated by 
Michelle Fahy, working with us on our 
new Militarism project. 
•	 Join our list of letter-writing 

volunteers! We would love to have 
a list of members who could write 
a letter roughly once a month. We 
will suggest topics and key points. 
Email nancy.atkin@mapw.org.au

ASYLUM SEEKERS’ HUMAN 
RIGHTS
Many MAPW members are active both 
in campaigning for human rights for 
asylum seekers coming to Australia, and 
in providing practical support.
We recently joined voices applauding 
the High Court decision; and 
subsequently opposing the proposed 
legislation enabling refugees to be sent 
to other countries. We have supported 
the call for a new humanitarian 
approach, adding our name to many 
others in a full-page advertisement in 
The Australian in October.

Diary dates
 October-November 
MV RAMANA VISITS
Dr MV Ramana, a physicist from 
Princeton University, is an expert on 
nuclear industry safety including the 
risks of uranium sales to India. He is 
visiting NSW, the ACT and Victoria 
for ICAN. His agenda includes 
a Melbourne public meeting on 
Thursday 3 November.

 Around Australia 
MAPW MONTHLY MEETINGS
Regular times include Hobart first 
Monday lunchtime; Melbourne second 
Tuesday evening (end-of-year drinks 
and dinner 13 December); Alice 
Springs, first Saturday of the month.  

DETAILS AND MUCH MORE: 
www.mapw.org.au

FUNDRAISING EVENTS
Our fund-raising events are important 
for the support they provide for 
our projects; and also by building 
awareness of our organisation and the 
work we do.
Most recently, the ACT Branch 
raised around $3000 through a 
well-attended classical piano concert 
with our talented member Dr Robert 
Schmidli on October 15.
Thanks also to photographer and 
cluster bomb campaigner John 
Rodsted, who donated a beautiful 
print of  his photograph of Skonthorp 
Bay in the Antarctic, which was 
auctioned for a four-figure sum. 
The WA Branch Artists for Peace 
exhibition drew support from around 
40 artists, with 200 people attending 
the opening. 
Victorian members will find an 
order form for our popular annual 
wine fund-raiser enclosed with this 
newsletter. We have arranged with 
a local wine dealer to label and 
deliver wines on our behalf. If you 
are in Victoria, please support us by 
ordering some pre-Christmas supplies. 
Interstate members are welcome ask 
Carole how it’s done, and borrow 
Victoria’s label art-work. 

VISIT A POLITICIAN!
Please consider taking time to visit 
your local Federal politician; and to 
contact key ALP members before 
Labor’s 4 December conference.
Issues of particular concern are
•	 The Cluster Munitions Bill
•	 The proposed nuclear waste 

dump on Aboriginal land at 
Muckaty Station

•	 Moves to allow uranium sales 
to India

Contact the MAPW office, and 
watch our emails, for information 
and briefing notes.


