
Peace and War: 9/11 stories  

Peace & War: 9/11 stories is a new book to be launched at Melbourne City Library gallery 

(253 Flinders Lane, Melbourne at 1.30pm) on Sunday, 11 September 2011 - to commemorate 

10 years since the World Trade Centre disaster. The book accompanies an exhibition of 

unique photographs on canvas by photographer, Geoff Bromilow, who is best known as an 

Australian wood sculptor.  

 

Due to be atop the twin towers on the morning of 9/11, Bromilow and his two friends were 

spared the fate of the 3,497 people who died when planes hit and the buildings subsequently 

crumbled, because they slept in. Before his trip to New York in 2001, Bromilow had been 

warned by a number of astrologers not to go to New York. Determined to fulfill his 

obligations to exhibit there at the Ezair Gallery on Madison Ave in Manhattan, he ignored 

their advice. A dream he had fifteen years earlier, did however manifest...  

 

Bromilow photographed New York while he was there - before, during and after 9/11. These 

images form the basis for the book along with text from Pentecost's 2009 Honours thesis 

(University of South Australia). The intention behind the book is both to commemorate 

victims, families and others (Iraqis; Afghanis et al), as well as to provide a point of reflection 

about 'peace versus war'. The personalised vision of the time provides a refreshing 

counterpoint to previous media narratives and aims to question the rhetorical framing of 9/11 

and the subsequent War on Terror.  

 

Pentecost's The Falling Man is a ficto-critical narrative that exposes the media's role in 

conditioning our view of events as well as pays homage to those who jumped from the towers 

to their deaths. 'In my mind, he is a matyr, a saint; a metaphor for all the falling men and 

women everywhere' she suggests... though the narrative is by no means straight forward and 

adopts various positions that serve to deliberately unsettle the reader/spectator.  

 

Both artists, Bromilow and Pentecost hope that their humble contribution will provide a 

reflective space in people's lives to ruminate on the consequences that we are all still 

experiencing after 9/11. You are most welcome to join us at the library by sending your 

RSVP to Ashley Higgs (ashley.higgs@melbourne.vic.gov.au) or phoning 03.9658.9500 by 

September 1st.  

 

May peace be with you!  

 

Photographer (Bromillow) and Author (Pentecost) : Peace & War: 9/11 stories  

ISBN:978-0-646-55868-4 (Hyde Park Press)  

E: kathrynpentecost@hotmail.com OR geoffsculpt@hotmail.com (for copies of the book)  

Phone: M-0411.117.113  

 


