
So what does MAPW actually do? 

This is some of what we’ve achieved in 2014, thanks to the support of all our 
members and supporters 

1. On nuclear weapons abolition.  MAPW contributed to the outstanding progress 
made towards our key goal, the banning and elimination of nuclear weapons.  In 
2007 MAPW launched ICAN, the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear 
Weapons and we continue to provide strong and practical support to ICAN and enjoy 
very close cooperation.  ICAN has played a central role in the 2013 and 2014 
international conferences on the human impacts of nuclear weapons that have built 
a momentum towards a ban treaty. Among other contributions, MAPW added to the 
success of the appeal to MPs to sign a statement supporting a nuclear weapons ban 
treaty. 

2. On war’s human impacts.  MAPW completed the “Enduring Effects of War” set of 
lessons for middle year history students, to highlight warfare’s humanitarian 
impacts.  This project, implemented with the History Teachers Association of Victoria  
is designed to counter much of the enthusiastic WW1 commemoration with some 
reality about the nature of warfare.  

3. On war’s commemoration. MAPW promotes a less militaristic approach to 
Australia’s WW1 commemoration, and organised public meetings in Melbourne and 
Canberra to this end. We’ve put in train a new set of educational materials for 2015. 

4. On Iraq.  MAPW continued to call for accountability for the decision for Australia to 
join the invasion of Iraq in 2003.  In June, in association with the Public Health 
Association of Australia, we issued a statement on the worsening situation in Iraq, 
which called for maximal humanitarian aid for the millions of refugees and a central 
role for the UN in responding to the crisis. 

5. On war powers.  The June statement also called, again, for an inquiry into the 
processes that led to Australia’s involvement in the 2003 Iraq invasion, and a war 
powers bill to ensure parliamentary approval before any future ADF decision to send 
the ADF to war.  MAPW helped initiate (in 2012), and provides support to, the 
Campaign for an Iraq War Inquiry and its project Australians for War Powers Reform. 

6. On small arms – MAPW campaigned with other NGOs for the Arms Trade Treaty that 
finally came into existence in July.  Our international organisation IPPNW provided 
essential medical data combined with advocacy for a strong public health input into 
the small arms / ATT campaign 

7. On Australian foreign and military policies. MAPW provided a submission to the 
2014 Defence White Paper, arguing for a nuclear weapons free defence policy, 
greater controls on the small arms trade, increased focus on diplomacy rather than 
war preparations, and greater attention to climate change and other destabilising 
features in our region and beyond. We took part in the civil society consultation 
meetings held by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade on Australia’s time on 
the UN Security Council.  We also assisted with and spoke at the inaugural 
conference in Canberra in April of IPAN, the Independent and Peaceful Australia 
Network. 

8. On uranium. MAPW opposes the sale of uranium to nuclear-armed nations, and 
provided a submission in November to the Joint Standing Committee on Treaties 



inquiry into the proposed sales to India.  We also provided a submission on the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Amendment Bill to urge that 
the EPBC Act continues to ensure federal oversight of the uranium industry and 
nuclear waste management; and to the Energy White Paper process in February 
arguing specifically against nuclear power generation for Australia. 

9. Radiation health. MAPW provides updates on current knowledge of the health risks 
associated with ionising radiation. 2014 publications were a Radiation and Health 
paper for the EnergyScience website, and a plain language fact sheet on the subject. 

10. On nuclear waste.  MAPW took part in the successful campaign to reject the 
imposition of a nuclear waste dump on the people of Muckaty in the NT. 
With the Public Health Association of Australia we provided a submission to the 
National Radioactive Waste Management project, arguing for the minimisation of 
nuclear waste production, including through the research and promotion of non-
reactor production of Technetium-99, and an independent public inquiry into 
Australia’s nuclear waste management.   

11. Getting the word out.  MAPW has maintained a regular email news bulletin that 
goes to 1700 people.  In addition we have spoken at conferences, and published 
articles, comment and letters to newspapers on a range of current nuclear, peace 
and security issues; we’ve held dinner events, music for peace concerts, 
commemorated Hiroshima Day, and promoted peace education in schools. 

12. Cooperating internationally. MAPW continues a long tradition of taking a very active 
part in the work of International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War, with 
which we are affiliated.  We currently have 3 members on the IPPNW board, 
including one of the IPPNW co-presidents. 
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